CLAY FILELD

CATHOLIC PARISHES

Clayfield ® Hendra ® Hamilton ® Northgate

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT (YEAR A)

30 NOVEMBER 2025

Parish Office Telephone:
07 3268 3040
Urgent after hours — 0403 743 874

PARISH PRIEST: Rev. Michael Grace
Email: gracem@bne.catholic.net.au

PARISH ADMINISTRATION:
Postal Address: 9 Bowman Street, Hendra Q 4011

St Agatha’s Clayfield Parish

Clayfield Parish Deacon: Rev. Dr Peter Pellicaan
Email: pellicaanp@bne.catholic.net.au

Rosemary Greer (Parish Secretary)

Email: clayfield@bne.catholic.net.au

Mother of Mercy Parish

9 Bowman Street, Hendra Q 4011
Rosemary Greer (Parish Secretary)

Email: hendra@bne.catholic.net.au

Helen Price (Finance Secretary)

Email: finance.hendra@bne.catholic.net.au

CHILDREN & FAMILIES PASTORAL ASSOCIATE:
Sandra Cantarutti

Email: cantaruttis@bne.catholic.net.au

Alexandria Atkins (Sacramental Admin)

Email: sacramental.clayfield@bne.catholic.net.au

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS:

St Agatha’s, Clayfield

Catriona McPherson (0456 441 717)

Email: Isr.clayfield@bne.catholic.net.au
Mother of Mercy Parish

Incident reports: Vicki Ward (0407 550 571)
Email: safequard.hendra@bne.catholic.net.au

PARISH SCHOOLS:
St Agatha’s Catholic Primary School
6 Hunter Lane Clayfield  Phone: 3326 9222

School Principal: Ms Anne-Marie Maw
Acting APRE: Mr Anthony Fernandes
Email: pclayfield@bne.catholic.edu.au

Our Lady Help of Christians Primary School
23 Bowman St, Hendra ~ Phone: 3268 3070
School Principal: Mr Adam Bennie

APRE: Mrs Marie-Louise Stolberg

Email: phendra@bne.catholic.edu.au

As we begin Advent we light the first candle, the candle of
Hope, also called the prophecy candle. Which marks the
beginning of the season and reminds us to prepare our
hearts for Christ’s first coming, so that we may also be
ready when he comes again.

This Sunday’s readings highlight anticipation and readiness. They invite us
to look beyond the distractions that can keep us from a full relationship with
Jesus especially unnecessary anxieties and scrupulosity. Isaiah speaks of a
future when all nations will go up to the mountain of the Lord to learn his
ways and to “walk in the light of the Lord.”

Today Jesus calls us, to go to the mountain that is the Eucharistic table, the
altar to receive Christ to be strengthened to walk in his light.

St Paul rouses us to wake from sleep and “live decently as people do in the
daytime,” for salvation is nearer than we think. In the Gospel, Jesus calls his
disciples to stay awake, for the Son of Man will come at an hour we do not
expect.

Jesus is the light that gives us hope in turbulent times. He calls us to live in
anticipation, as our authentic selves whose hearts are formed in love and
truth, walking always as children of the light. Let us prepare him room in our
Hearts as we journey to Christmas!

God bless!
Dylan

Please click here to watch the first video
of our Advent series - Back to Basics.
https://youtu.be/UPL2-yh5uYQ?
si=gkCCNbe9QUiuVQpt4

We wish all our Parishes’ School staff, students and their
families every blessing for Christmas and the
New Year and a very safe, happy and enjoyable
school holiday time.
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St Agatha’s Church
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St Cecilia’s Church
30 College Street, Hamilton

i

St John’s Church
688 Nudgee Road, Northgate
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What'’s on at St Agatha’s What’s happening in MOM Parish this week

Sunday 30 November (o | | Sunday 30 November ' ==
8.00am Mass Morning tea hosted by: D 9.30a}m I\{Io'rnm.g tea after 9.30.am Mass (Parish Centre) =
. Lectio Divina is currently meeting at the coffee tables after Mass on Sundays.
Jane Arkinstall and volunteers Volunteer(s) at Parish Morning Tea (10.30am Sundays)
5.30pm Mass 30 November: Kathryn Bourke 7 December: Lorelei Gozzard

MOM Parish Messages.....

¢ PLEASE NOTE: Mass next Wednesday 3 December at OLHC will
commence at 9am. This is the End of Year Mass for OLHC School
children. All welcome!

St Agatha’s Parish Messages....
¢ Children’s Liturgy this Sunday 30 November.

+ St Agatha’s Choir practice for Christmas
Thursday 4 December 6-7pm. New members are always ¢ PLAYGROUP: Operating each week (in school terms). Held every
welcome. If you would like to be a part of the choir, please el ; . i

. Friday 9.00am-11.30am (babies to Prep) in the OLHC Primary School
contact Robyn Cuming on 0414 861 988. OSHC. 23 Bowman Street, Hendra.

+ St Agatha’s Christmas Raffle + St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal — Mother of Mercy Parish
Tickets are $2.00 each or 3 for §5.00. Please support our Christmas Appeal with Coles or S,
¢ The St Agatha’s SVDP Giving Tree is loaded with gift ideas Woolworths (Simply groceries) gift cards or non- g/<s\|
which will help bring a smile to others on Christmas Day. You perishable food items for our Christmas hampers. >
are encouraged to take a tag and return the gift and leave it at Gift cards help families buy fresh food for their
the base of the tree. Gifts to be in by Sunday 21 December, so Christmas table. Gifts cards can be placed in the locked box
that gifts/hampers can be distributed for Christmas. You may under the Christmas tree (in the Church), as well as non-
also leave the gift at the Parish Office. perishable food items. No toys thank you.

+ St Agatha’s SVDP Conference Christmas Appeal.
Please give generously to this Appeal, so that the Conference
can continue to provide critical support to those who request
assistance. Appeal envelopes are available on the pews.

¢ Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Friday 5 December after the
9:00am Mass at St John's, Northgate. Morning tea after Mass.

We Pray for .... =,
In our prayers we remember. . . . Recently deceased: Barry Crawford f
Those who have died recently: Desma Masters, Anniversaries: Monica Nugent, Brody Erwin, Carmel Holt,
Ron Price, Sr Margaret Hanrahan rsj, Helen Riley, Audrey Ryan, Margaret Plumley, Antoinette Moss,

Angela Sturgess

Sick: Jane Dhann, Trevor Gozzard, Brad Ryan,
Betty Mahoney, Rosaria Fazio, Michael Hardy, Maria Ward.

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time:
Joseph Juan Riba, Nikolaj Kure Snr, Joe & Elizabeth Majerle

ST AGATHA’S PARISH AND MOTHER OF MERCY PARISH COMMUNITY NEWS

DAILY REFLECTIONS FOR ADVENT 2025 Invitation to Lead the Singing
Copies of the booklet “‘In Holy Stiliness - Group and Parishioners and visitors at Mother of Mercy Parish Iove to smg
Individual Reflections for Advent 2025” are now available. || Chris, our organist, would like to form a group to lead
These are produced by the Archdiocesan Ministries and || the singing at the Saturday 4.30pm Mass
provide beautiful and thoughtful reflections in this Advent || (St Cecilia’s) and Sunday 9.30am Mass
season. This year's author is Lisa McKerr. The booklets are || (OLHC). Simply join Chris at the organ 30 minutes
available at the church doors. A $5.00 donation would be || before Mass to run through the music on the below

welcomed by cash (donation boxes are placed nearby), || dates:
EFTPOS or Tap and Go also accepted. ¢ Sunday 9.30am Mass — 7 & 14 December

St Agatha’s 100 Years

PLEASE NOTE: The next

- GOSPEL REFLECTION GROUP
of Christmas Carols P
Centenary Celebration: St Agatha’s Parish NEXT TUESDAY 2 DECEMBER.
warmly invites you to our 100th Annual PR . .
e s Carols! ’ This will be the fllnal group meeting for
Date: Friday the 19th of December this year.
Time: 6:00pm

Venue: St Agatha’s Church,

52 Oriel Rd, Clayfield, Brisbane Columban Art Calendars 2026

are available for sale at the
St Agatha’s Piety Stall for $10.00
: A each. Please see Liz at the 8am
A beautiful Twilight Christmas Market will follow. PERFORMING LIVE Mass to purchase your copy.
“O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant. ' L GRAMMgRIXglé’"SgC\JEEﬁARTIST' Parish Office.

Celebrate this special milestone with
us as we honour a century of Song,
Faith, and Togetherness.




Christmas Masses 2025

St Agatha’s Parish and
Mother of Mercy Parish

Christmas Vigil Masses
Wednesday 24 December

Our Lady Help of Christians, Hendra
4.00pm Carols and 4.30pm - Christmas Vigil Mass

St Agatha’s, Clayfield
6.00pm Carols and 6.30pm - Christmas Vigil Mass

St Agatha’s, Clayfield
Midnight Mass

Christmas Day Masses
Thursday 25 December

St Agatha’s, Clayfield
8.00am - Christmas Day Mass

Our Lady Help of Christians, Hendra

9.30am - Christmas Day Mass 5@@2

Invitation to a Healing Mass

An invitation is extended to the people of the Archdiocese to
attend a Healing Mass at St. Mary Magdalene's Church,
51 Cecil Road, Bardon, Friday 5th December at 7.30pm. Fr
Thomas Varkey, PP, Holland Par Mt. Gravatt Parish will be
the celebrant. The Sacrament of Anointing will be
administered during the Mass and further prayer ministry will
be available after Mass. For more information, contact Len
Airey on 0421 977 849 or by email to lenpatairey@gmail.com

Prep - Year 6
For details phone 3326 9222 or visit
www.stagathasclayfield.qld.edu.au/enrolments

Limited vacancies in 2026

NEWS FROM OUR PARISH SCHOOLS

Young parishioners aged 5-11yrs are
invited to the Mother of Mercy
Parish Centre, Hendra
for a day of fun, faith and fellowship.

The cost is... free!
Date: Thursday Dec 18th
Time: Sign in from 8:30am -
Pickup at 4:30pm.
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provided. Bring own lunch.

ursday December 18th, 2025 Parent attendance is valued but not
required.

Booking is essential. Please indicate your interest by emailing Sandy
cantaruttis@bne.catholic.net.au
by Friday 12th December. Limited places available!
A booking form will be emailed to you

Volunteers make this day possible.
Please see Louise Nott, (from OLHC) or Sandy (from St Agatha’s) if
you are able to donate some time.

PARISH CDMMUNITY

SRS L=

SNLE

NEXT SATURDAY 6 DECEMBER

8AM TO 12 NOON
StJohn's Church Hall
688 Nudgee Road, Northgate

CASH ONLY

GRAB A BARGAIN!

e selection of quality clothing,
brlgkabrack booksg toygplants e%c

Many treasures!

Our Lady Help of Christians Catholic Primary School

This week was very special at OLHC. We gathered for

our annual Christmas Lunch in Xavier Place which \">4
was filled with festive cheer, smiling faces and the joy

of coming together as a school community. Also a special thank
you to Santa for popping by during such a busy time of year!

A huge thank you to our incredible tuckshop convenor Mrs
DiCristo and her wonderful team of volunteers for preparing the
most delicious lunch. Our parent's hard work and generosity
make days like this so memorable.

We also celebrated our Christmas Concert on Friday
afternoon. Many thanks to Dr Eyles for preparations during
Music classes this term to prepare for this wonderful community
event. It's certainly beginning to look a lot like Christmas.

This year has truly been a GEM of a year, and we are so

grateful for every moment
Each of us is an innkeeper who decides if there is room for Jesus!...
Neal A Maxwell

Marie-Louise Stolberg
(Assistant to the Principal in Religious Education)

St Agatha’s Catholic Primary School
What an exciting week at St Agatha’s! k
On Thursday our students met their new classes

for 2026 with the annual 'Moving Up Afternoon '. It was an
exciting time filled with lots of 'ohhs and aaahhs' as children
saw their new rooms and connected with their classmates.

On Friday night we celebrated our Christmas concert. A big
thank you to Miss Llewellyn who prepared the children so
beautifully and to our families who came along and celebrated.
Have a great week everyone!

Anne-Marie Maw (Principal) Growth, Friendship, Faith.



http://www.stagathasclayfield.qld.edu.au/enrolments
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Sunday Mass Rosters

Reader Reader Reader Eucharistic Minister
Date Clayfield 8am Mass  Clayfield 5:30pm Mass OLHC 9:30am Mass  OLHC 9:30am Mass
30 November | Beth Casey Chris Begley Serena Varendorff Louise Nott
Paul Bartels Karen Birtles Bill Nott Dona Rotolone
7 December | Terry Manso Declan Harte Robyn Jeynes Kate McLean
Scott Fitzpatrick Matteo Tickner Neville Canham Lorelei Gozzard

SUPPORT ST AGATHA’S PARISH
We very much appreciate your continued financial assistance and
donations to the Parish are most welcome.

Ways to financially support your parish

o TAP N GO: The parish donation terminal is located at the front door of

the church. Please follow the prompts to make your donation via tapping

your card or mobile.

Place your offerings in the collection plate at Mass.

Direct Debit (please contact Parish Office 3268 3040).

Planned Giving Envelopes (please contact Parish Office 3268 3040).

Tax deductible donation to St Agatha’s National Trust.

St Agatha’s Parish Endowment Fund.

The Parish Giving App: scan the QR code (attached to the  [El7p;

collection plate or shown here) to your mobile telephone and

follow the prompts to complete your giving donation. You can F&3=fH;

also contribute via internet banking direct to the Parish: ™

Account name: Clayfield Parish BSB number: 064 786

Account number: 100006157

Reference: PGDonation + your surname.

o Trusts can make tax-effective distributions to the Parish. Please consult
your accountant or financial advisor for further details.

SUPPORT MOTHER of MERCY PARISH

We very much appreciate your continued financial assistance and donations
to the Parish are most warmly welcomed. This can be best achieved by
direct debit to the following account:

Mother of Mercy Parish Account BSB 064 786 Acc—100007977
Please note “Donation” and your name as a reference. Please send your

receipt to: finance.hendra@bne.catholic.net.au after your payment has
been made.

TAP N GO—DONATION tap point: Our parish has installed new donation
terminals, located at the door of the churches. Please follow the prompts to
activate the device then select your donation and tap your card or mobile.

Scan the QR code (shown here, or the code attached to the e
collection plates) to your mobile telephone and follow the
prompts to complete your giving donation.

Do you have a Family Trust? Did you know that making your weekly
gift to the Parish through dividend income from your trust reduces
your tax obligations?

Additionally, these gifts are not counted against your family tax benefit
payments. Contact your financial advisor for details on how you can save
taxes and help build our Parish community at the same time.

MASSES IN THE PARISHES
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 4:30 pm - Vigil Mass, St Cecilia's, Hamilton
Sunday: 8:00 am - St Agatha's, Clayfield
9:30 am - OLHC, Hendra
5:30 pm - St Agatha's, Clayfield
WEEKDAY MASSES
8:45 am Wednesday - OLHC, Hendra
9:00 am Thursday - St Agatha's, Clayfield
9.00 am Friday - St John’s, Northgate

WE GATHER
TOGETHER

piddn

NEXT SUNDAYS’ READINGS

7 DECEMBER 2025
Second Sunday of Advent (Year A)

First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10
Second Reading: Romans 15:4-9

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN & VULNERABLE ADULTS
PREVENTION AND PROTECTION POLICY

The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people
and vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right
to dignity of life, respect and security from physical and
emotional harm. They are to be treasured, nurtured and
safeguarded.

For information:
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/safeguarding/

{ e Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12
Commemoration of Saints

: December 2025

Wed3  StFrancis Xavier, priest

Mon 8 The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Vlrgln Mary
iFri13 St Lucy, virgin, martyr ‘
iFri26 St Stephen, the first martyr

i Sat 27 St John, apostle, evangelist

i January 2026

iThurs 1 Mary, the Holy Mother of God

Fri 2 Sts Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen,

bishops, doctors

Pray for us....

We acknowledge the traditional owners and
custodians, who have walked upon and cared for
his land for thousands of years. We acknowledge
+ the continued deep spiritual attachment and
b relationships of Aboriginal and Torres  Strait
Islander peoples to th|s country and comm|t

A vocation view: In our materialistic society, our hearts can be

hardened with the desires of the flesh. Stay awake and pray for the

strength to stand with confidence before Jesus, by following His
authentic call for your life.

E.:; Contact Vocation Brisbane. P:(07)33369392  EI3H0

== E: vocation@bne.catholic.net.au

vocation W: catholicpriesthood.com =

Items for inclusion in this Newsletter - Cut off 1:00pm Tuesday.
Please email: hendra@bne.catholic.net.au
OR clayfld@bne.catholic.net.au
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