
Parish Office Telephone:   

07 3262 2859 (Clayfield) 07 3268 3040 (Hendra) 

Urgent after hours ñ 0403 743 874 
 

PARISH PRIEST :   Rev. Michael Grace  
Email: gracem@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

PARISH ADMINISTRATION:    
Mail: PO Box 3109, Hendra  Q  4011 
 

St Agathaôs Clayfield Parish 
52 Oriel Road, Clayfield  Q  4011 
Clayfield Parish Deacon: Rev. Dr Peter Pellicaan 
Email: pellicaanp@bne.catholic.net.au 
Rosemary Greer (Parish Secretary ð Clayfield Parish) 
Email: clayfield@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Mother of Mercy Parish 
9 Bowman Street, Hendra  Q  4011 
Monica Johnson (Parish Secretary ð MOM Parish) 
Email: hendra@bne.catholic.net.au 
Helen Price (Finance Secretary) 
Email: finance.hendra@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

CHILDREN & FAMILIES PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: 
Sandra Cantarutti 
Email: cantaruttis@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Alexandria Atkins (Sacramental Admin) 
Email: sacramental.clayfield@bne.catholic.net.au  
 

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS:  
St Agathaôs, Clayfield 
Catriona McPherson (0456 441 717)  
Email: lsr.clayfield@bne.catholic.net.au  
 

Mother of Mercy Parish 
Compliance Officer: Mrs Kath Shaw  
Email: safeguard.hendra@bne.catholic.net.au  
Incident reports: Vicki Ward (0407 550 571)  
 

PARISH SCHOOLS:  

St Agathaôs Catholic Primary School  
6 Hunter Lane Clayfield  Phone: 3326 9222  
School Principal: Ms Anne-Marie Maw  
APRE: Mr Jake Knowles  
 

Our Lady Help of Christians Primary School  
23 Bowman St, Hendra  Phone: 3268 3070  
School Principal: Mr Adam Bennie  
APRE: Kym Waters  

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT                   1 DECEMBER 2024  

Gospel Reflection  (Charles Nguyenðseminarian) 

As we celebrate the First Sunday of Advent, we are met with an interesting 
reading that presents a heartfelt teaching from Saint Paul the Apostle. As           
I reflected on the prayer of thanksgiving from Saint Paul to the Thessalonian 
community, I understood that we are also invited to pray the same prayer for 
one another. Lord Jesus has come into our world for the first time in Bethlehem, and He 
promised that He would come again. In Greek, this is called Parousia, meaning óThe coming 

of the Lordô. 

For each of us, the coming of the Lordðthe End Timeðis the moment of death. Father 
Michael said, in one of his homilies, that there are two attitudes when approaching the Lord: 
joyfulness and fear. The Lord is unchanging in His love for us; it is we who constantly 
change our choices, whether by removing ourselves from such love because of sin, or by 

embracing love through leaning on the Lord for strength and faith against temptations. 

Just like the Thessalonian community, who at the time were waiting for the imminent        
second coming of Lord Jesus Christ, we too must prepare ourselves earnestly so as ñto be 
blameless in holinessò as we await Lord Jesus in exultation and hopefulness, not in fear or 
worry. Advent is the time of waiting for the coming of the Lord, and we wait, according to 

Saint Paul, by loving one another and loving more than we already have. 

Lord Jesus has said: ñWhoever listens to you listens to meò (Lk 10:16) and ñIf anyone loves 
me, he will keep my wordò (Jn 14:23). As Saint Paul reminds the community of the              
instructions and teachings they have been given, we too are reminded that we have been 
given the same instructions, teachings, and expectations. We must strive to uphold them, 

even in our weaknesses. 

Thus, we must hold one another accountableðnot in a condemning manner, but lovingly 
and encouragingly as neighbours and as a community. Let us challenge each other to live 
as children of the Father in this season of Advent, so that we may better prepare ourselves 

to welcome the coming of Christ, both at Christmas and when He comes again in glory. 
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