
Parish Office Telephone:   

07 3268 3040  

Urgent after hours — 0403 743 874 
 

PARISH PRIEST:  Rev. Michael Grace  
Email: gracem@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

PARISH ADMINISTRATION:    
Postal Address: 9 Bowman Street, Hendra  Q  4011 
 

St Agatha’s Clayfield Parish 
Clayfield Parish Deacon: Rev. Dr Peter Pellicaan 
Email: pellicaanp@bne.catholic.net.au 
Rosemary Greer (Parish Secretary) 
Email: clayfield@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Mother of Mercy Parish 
9 Bowman Street, Hendra  Q  4011 
Rosemary Greer (Parish Secretary) 
Email: hendra@bne.catholic.net.au 
Helen Price (Finance Secretary) 
Email: finance.hendra@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

CHILDREN & FAMILIES PASTORAL ASSOCIATE: 
Sandra Cantarutti 
Email: cantaruttis@bne.catholic.net.au 
 

Alexandria Atkins (Sacramental Admin) 
Email: sacramental.clayfield@bne.catholic.net.au  
 

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN AND VULNERABLE ADULTS:  
St Agatha’s, Clayfield 
Catriona McPherson (0456 441 717)  
Email: lsr.clayfield@bne.catholic.net.au  
 

Mother of Mercy Parish 
Incident reports: Vicki Ward (0407 550 571)  
Email: safeguard.hendra@bne.catholic.net.au  
 

PARISH SCHOOLS:  

St Agatha’s Catholic Primary School  
6 Hunter Lane Clayfield  Phone: 3326 9222  
School Principal: Ms Anne-Marie Maw  
Acting APRE: Mr Anthony Fernandes  
Email: pclayfield@bne.catholic.edu.au 
 

Our Lady Help of Christians Primary School  
23 Bowman St, Hendra  Phone: 3268 3070  
School Principal: Mr Adam Bennie  
APRE: Mrs Marie-Louise Stolberg  
Email: phendra@bne.catholic.edu.au  

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT (YEAR A)         21 DECEMBER 2025 

This week we light the fourth Advent candle, signifying Love  -  
the profound love that God has for us, shown most fully in 
sending His Son to redeem humanity. This candle is also 
known as the Angel Candle, as it recalls the moment when the 
Angel Gabriel appeared to Mary to announce God’s plan. 
 

We hear from Isaiah, who speaks of the sign that God will give: 
a child born to the house of David from a young woman, whose child will be called 
Immanuel, meaning “God is with us.” 
 

St Paul writes to the Romans that he was sent to preach the Good News of Jesus, 
foretold long ago in Scripture. Through Christ’s holiness, now revealed, we receive 
grace to live His mission, and we are reminded that God calls all people to Himself 
out of love. 
 

In today’s Gospel, we see an angel of the Lord reassuring St Joseph to take Mary 
as his wife, for her pregnancy is from God. The child is to be named Jesus, and 
Joseph’s obedience to God is revealed in his actions. 
 

God provides everything out of love. Though we may not always receive what we 
desire, He still answers  -  often in ways we do not expect. We are continually called 
to imitate and manifest that love according to our individual vocations, placing our 
trust in Him. We are also called to live in charity towards one another, being patient 
and kind towards our brothers and sisters. Through prayer and the sacraments, we 
are given the graces we need to live out and share His love with one another and 
the world. 
 

As Christmas approaches, let us pray for an increased respect for life, for the      
softening of hardened hearts, and for peace in our homes, our communities, and 
throughout the world. 
 

Have a wonderful week, and God bless, 
 

Dylan  
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Statement from Archbishop Shane in response to the Bondi terror attack. 
 

"The tragic events that occurred at Bondi were confronting to witness and 
appalling to even consider. I thank those first responders and other heroes 
who intervened and helped in the awful scenes before them.  
 

The Catholic community in Brisbane joins with people of all faiths and cultural 
traditions across Australia in expressing our deepest condolences and are 
praying for those who are grieving and affected by this terrible attack."  

mailto:hendraparish@bigpond.com


Sunday 21 December     
9.30am Morning tea after 9.30am Mass (Parish Centre) 
Lectio Divina is currently meeting at the coffee tables after Mass on Sundays. 
Volunteer(s) at Parish Morning Tea (10.30am Sundays) 

21 December:  Kerrie Fernicola   28 December:  Jen Cridland     

                         We Pray for …. 

Anniversaries:  Janine Kingston, Carol Robertson,                               
Cecil Menzies, Bella Wright, Michael Kelly, Nevenka Brailo, 

Denise Clifford  

Sick:  Wayne O'Toole, Jane Dhann, Brad Ryan,                                              

Betty Mahoney,  Rosaria Fazio, Michael Hardy, Maria Ward 

In our prayers we remember. . . . 
 

Those whose anniversaries occur at this time:   

Stan McKenzie  

Sunday 21 December   

8.00am Mass Morning tea hosted by:  

 Anna Chetcuti and volunteers   
PLEASE NOTE THIS WILL BE THE LAST MORNING TEA FOR THE YEAR  

MOM Parish Messages…. 
 

 PLAYGROUP at the OLHC Primary School OSHC will be in recess 
until further notice.   

 

  St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal – Mother of Mercy Parish  

 Please support our Christmas Appeal with Coles  or 
 Woolworths (Simply groceries) gift cards or non
 -perishable food items for our Christmas hampers.   
 Gift cards help families buy fresh food for their 
 Christmas table.  Gifts cards can be placed in the locked box  
 under the Christmas tree (in the Church), as well as non-                        
 perishable food items.  No toys thank you.   

St Agatha’s Parish Messages….   

 NO Children’s Liturgy this Sunday 21 December.   
 Children’s Liturgy will resume in February 2026.   
 
 

 St Agatha’s Christmas Raffle   
     Raffle will be drawn at the 8am Mass THIS Sunday 21  
 December.  A huge THANK YOU to everyone who sold tickets, 
 donated prizes and bought tickets.   

    A total of $1,565.00 was raised.   
 
 

 The St Agatha’s SVDP Giving Tree is loaded with gift ideas 
which will help bring a smile to others on Christmas Day.  You 
are encouraged to take a tag and return the gift and leave it at 
the base of the tree.  Gifts to be in by Sunday 21 December, so 
that gifts/hampers can be distributed for Christmas.  You may 
also leave the gift at the Parish Office. 

 

 St Agatha’s SVDP Conference Christmas Appeal.          
Please give generously to this Appeal, so that the Conference 
can continue to provide critical support to those who request 
assistance.   Appeal envelopes are available on the pews. 

 

 St Columban Art Calendars 2026 are available for sale at the  
 St Agatha’s Piety Stall for $10.00 each. Copies are also available  
 at the Parish Office.   

What’s happening in MOM Parish this week 

ST AGATHA’S PARISH AND MOTHER OF MERCY PARISH COMMUNITY NEWS 

INVITATION to all children of Mother of Mercy Parish                                                                                                                                                     
Dear Parents, During the Vigil Mass on Christmas Eve at Our Lady Help of Christians Church at Hendra, it has been 

traditional for children to participate in the Gospel narration of the Nativity. Your child (or children – all ages accepted!) 

could play the roles of Mary, Joseph, the Kings, the Angel and the shepherds as the beautiful story of the birth of Jesus 

is narrated.  We would love as many children as possible to be involved. No acting experience necessary, and simple 

costumes are provided at the beginning of Mass.  Children are also most welcome to come to Mass dressed as angels, shepherds or kings and 

join in the Nativity play.  It is a delightful experience for everyone at the Mass, and we invite you and your family to be part of it. If you would 

like your child (children) to be part of the Nativity experience, please see or contact Robyn Miller, mobile 0413 662 609 or just turn up 

during the singing of the Christmas Carols before Mass (from 4.00pm) on Wednesday evening, 24 December to join the cast! 

RECONCILIATION / CONFESSION 

DURING ADVENT:   

The following opportunities will be avail-

able for First Rite of Reconciliation at 

MOM and St Agatha’s Parishes in the 

lead up to Christmas:    
 

Saturday 20 December 3.30pm – 4.15pm 

St Cecilia’s - Reconciliation  
 

Tuesday 23 December 5.30pm – 7.00pm 

St Agatha’s - Reconciliation and Adoration 

 

The Parish Office will be closed from  

Tuesday 23 December and will re-open  

9.00am on Tuesday 6 January 2026.   



      NEWS FROM OUR PARISH SCHOOLS 

Our Lady Help of Christians Catholic Primary School   

 Thank you to all who have supported our school this 
year. We wish all our staff, students, families and          
parishioners a blessed and beautiful Christmas. Keep 
safe, we look forward to seeing those returning in 2026. 
Marie-Louise Stolberg  
(Assistant to the Principal in Religious Education) 
 

FAITH · COURAGE · ACTION 
 

St Agatha’s Catholic Primary School 
We wish all our families a wonderful Christmas and 
look forward to seeing you all for another year of 
'Growth, Friendship, Faith'  in 2026!  
Anne-Marie Maw (Principal)  
 

GROWTH · FRIENDSHIP · FAITH 

Caloundra Uniting Church  
Sunday 21 December, 3pm.  
Bookings:  https://www.trybooking.com/events/
landing/1472175 
Tickets: Adult $45 | Concession $40 
Cash sales available at door 

Christmas Masses 2025 
St Agatha’s Parish and 

Mother of Mercy Parish 

 

 Christmas Vigil Masses                                         

Wednesday 24 December 
PLEASE NOTE THERE WILL BE NO 8.45AM MASS 

Our Lady Help of Christians, Hendra 

4.00pm Carols and 4.30pm - Christmas Vigil Mass 

 

St Agatha’s, Clayfield 

6.00pm Carols and 6.30pm - Christmas Vigil Mass 
 

St Agatha’s, Clayfield 

Midnight Mass  
 

Christmas Day Masses  

Thursday 25 December 
 

St Agatha’s, Clayfield 

8.00am - Christmas Day Mass 

 

Our Lady Help of Christians, Hendra 
9.30am - Christmas Day Mass 

Small Choir for Christmas Eve 4.30pm Mass OLHC 

If you are interested in being a 

part of a small group of singers 

for the Christmas Eve Mass at 

OLHC on Wednesday 24                         

December, please stay behind after the 9.30am 

Mass THIS Sunday 21 December and join Chris 

and Vicki for a practice.                                           

Everyone is welcome!!                                                                                        

The more the M-E-R-R-I-E-R!!!   

Baptismal Joy!!   This Sunday at St Agatha’s we welcome 

with great joy four new members of Christ’s faithful people:   
 

 Lachlan Densley, son of Brendon and Tegan  

 Lillian and Charlotte, daughters of Derryn and Rachel 

 Tiernan O’Keeffe, son of Morgan and Maggie  
  

May they always know God’s love and the support of this  

Christian Community.   

MEDIA BLOG 
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference  

Copies of the statement from the President on 
the Bondi tragedy are available at the  

back of the Church.   

Please click on the link below to watch the second 
video of our Advent series  -  Back to Basics.  

 

https://youtu.be/LXIsrgIaxqI?si=b5e7UNI_9SQxg9gY  

https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/0qA9CjZ1VLuArq24u1tVumYIqC?domain=trybooking.com
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/0qA9CjZ1VLuArq24u1tVumYIqC?domain=trybooking.com
https://url.au.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/UkhCCD1v7PiDgBjBfWfjFjliBe?domain=youtu.be


Items for inclusion in this Newsletter  -  Cut off 1:00pm Tuesday.  

Please email:  hendra@bne.catholic.net.au                                                            
OR   clayfld@bne.catholic.net.au 

A vocation view: In our materialistic society, our hearts can be      
hardened with the desires of the flesh. Stay awake and pray for the 
strength to stand with confidence before Jesus, by following his call 

for your life. 
Contact Vocation Brisbane.   P: (07) 3336 9392    

E: vocation@bne.catholic.net.au                                                  

W: catholicpriesthood.com   

Commemoration of Saints    

December 2025 

Fri 26  St Stephen, the first martyr  

Sat 27  St John, apostle, evangelist   

January 2026  

Thurs 1  Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

Fri 2   Sts Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen,  

  bishops, doctors  

Sat 17  St Anthony, abbot 

Wed 21  St Agnes, virgin, martyr  

     Pray for us…. 

SUPPORT MOTHER of MERCY PARISH 
 

We very much appreciate your continued financial assistance and donations 
to the Parish are most warmly welcomed.  This can be best achieved by 
direct debit to the following account: 

Mother of Mercy Parish Account  BSB 064 786   Acc—100007977  
Please note “Donation” and your name as a reference.  Please send your 
receipt  to: finance.hendra@bne.catholic.net.au  after your payment has 
been made. 
 

TAP N GO—DONATION tap point:  Our parish has installed new donation 
terminals, located at the door of the churches.  Please follow the prompts to 
activate the device then select your donation and tap your card or mobile.   
 

Another way to donate easily is via the PARISH GIVING APP: 
Scan the QR code (shown here, or the code attached to the  
collection plates) to your mobile telephone and follow the  
prompts to complete your giving donation.   
 

Do you have a Family Trust?  Did you know that making your weekly 
gift to the  Parish through dividend income from your trust reduces 
your tax obligations?    
Additionally, these gifts are not counted against your family tax benefit    
payments.  Contact your financial advisor for details on how you can save 
taxes and help build our Parish community at the same time.    

SUPPORT ST AGATHA’S PARISH 
We very much appreciate your continued financial assistance and            
donations to the Parish are most welcome.  
 

Ways to financially support your parish 
 

• TAP N GO: The parish donation terminal is located at the front door of 
the church.  Please follow the prompts to make your donation via tapping 
your card or mobile.   

• Place your offerings in the collection plate at Mass. 

• Direct Debit (please contact Parish Office 3268 3040). 

• Planned Giving Envelopes (please contact Parish Office 3268 3040). 

• Tax deductible donation to St Agatha’s National Trust. 

• St Agatha’s Parish Endowment Fund. 

• The Parish Giving App: scan the QR code (attached to the 
collection plate or shown here) to your mobile telephone and 
follow the prompts to complete your giving donation. You can 
also contribute via internet banking direct to the Parish:                

Account name: Clayfield Parish    BSB number: 064 786                           
            Account number: 100006157                                                                                 
Reference: PGDonation + your surname. 

• Trusts can make tax-effective distributions to the Parish.  Please consult 
your accountant or financial advisor for further details. 

MASSES IN THE PARISHES  
WEEKEND  MASSES 

Saturday: 4:30 pm - Vigil Mass, St Cecilia's, Hamilton  

Sunday:  8:00 am - St Agatha's, Clayfield  

   9:30 am - OLHC, Hendra  

   5:30 pm - St Agatha's, Clayfield  
WEEKDAY MASSES 

8:45 am Wednesday - OLHC, Hendra  

9:00 am Thursday - St Agatha's, Clayfield  

9.00 am Friday  -  St John’s, Northgate 

We acknowledge the traditional owners and        
custodians, who have walked upon and cared for 
this land for thousands of years.  We acknowledge 
the continued deep spiritual attachment and       
relationships of Aboriginal and Torres Strait       
Islander peoples to this country and commit       
ourselves to the ongoing journey of reconciliation. 

NEXT SUNDAYS’ READINGS   
 

28 DECEMBER 2025 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph (Year A) 

 

     First Reading:  Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14        
                Second Reading:  Colossians 3:12-21 
                 Gospel:   Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23 

Sunday Mass Rosters 
 

Date 

Reader 

Clayfield 8am Mass 

Reader 

Clayfield 5:30pm Mass 

Reader 

OLHC 9:30am Mass 

Eucharistic Minister 

OLHC 9:30am Mass 

21 December  Andrew Pippia  

Matthew Crossley 

Leanne McDowall 

Catie Kelly 

Trish Dunn 

Kathryn Bourke 

Lorelei Gozzard 

Kate McLean 

28 December  Saxon Mew 

Nik Kure 

Karen Birtles 

Joel Perkins 

Paul McLean 

Rosemary Woods 

Dona Rotolone 

Robyn Jeynes  

SAFEGUARDING CHILDREN & VULNERABLE ADULTS 

 PREVENTION AND PROTECTION POLICY 

The Archdiocese of Brisbane holds that children, young people 
and vulnerable adults are a gift from God with an intrinsic right 
to dignity of life, respect and security from physical and         
emotional harm. They are to be treasured, nurtured and        
safeguarded.  
For information:  
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/safeguarding/  

mailto:vocation@bne.catholic.net.au
https://brisbanecatholic.org.au/safeguarding/

